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State Constitution Tax Collector 
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September 9, 2011 

HAND DELIVERED 

Honorable Jody Dupree, Chairman 
Columbia County Board of County Commissioners 
135 NE Hernando St., Suite 203 
Lake City, FL 32055 

Dear Commissioner Dupree, 

This office has discussed with the property appraiser's office the likelihood that, 
because of recent statutory changes (Amendment 1), completion of the Value Adjustment 
Board (VAB) hearings for the 2011 tax year will delay the issuance of tax notices beyond 
November 1. The legislature has made significant changes to the VAB hearing process. 
Perhaps the most significant change has been to the notice of the V AB hearing that the 
clerk's office is required to provide petitioners. For many years, petitioners were entitled 
to receive notice at least 10 days prior to the scheduled hearing. That time period has 
extended in five-day increments until now petitioners must receive notice of the hearing 
at least 25 days prior to the hearing date. See section 194.032(2), Florida Statutes (2005). 
The petitioners also are entitled to have their hearing date rescheduled upon written 
request; as a result, the V AB hearings are beginning later and taking longer to conclude. 

There is a statutory process whereby the county commission can authorize the 
VAB and the property appraiser to make a first certification and extension of the 2011 tax 
rolls prior to the completion of the V AB hearings so that tax notices can be timely issued 
byNovember 1. 

Section 197.323(1), Florida Statutes (2005), provides that: 

Notwithstanding the provisions of s.193.122, the Board of County Commissioners may, 
upon request by the Tax Collector and by majority vote, order the roll to be extended 
prior to the completion ofvalue adjustment board hearings, ifcompletion thereof would 
otherwise be the only cause/or a delay in the issuance oftax notices beyond November 1. 

I do hereby request the Board of County Commissioners, by resolution, to 
authorize and direct the V AB and the Property Appraiser to certify and extend the 2011 
tax rolls prior to completion of the V AB hearing pursuant to section 197.323. 
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The final tax rolls will be recertified following the conclusion of the V AB 
hearings in accordance with section 193.122, Florida Statutes (2005). 

I have attached a sample resolution for your review and forward same to Mr. 
Marlin Feagle in an electronic format. 

Ronnie Brannon 
Columbia County Tax Collector 

RB/kk 

Attachment 

Cc: Mr. Marlin Feagle, w/attachment 
Mr. Dale Williams, w/attachment 
Mr. Doyle Crews, w/attachment 



RESOLUTION NO. 2011R-40 

A RESOLUTION OF COLUMBIA COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
PROVIDING FOR THE EXTENSION OF THE 2011 
ASSESSMENT ROLLS PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 
197.323 AND 193.122, FLORIDA STATUTES; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to section 197.323, Florida Statutes (2005), the Board of County 

Commissioners may, upon request by the Tax Collector and by majority vote, order the 

assessment rolls to be extended prior to completion of value adjustment board hearings, if 

completion thereof would otherwise be the only cause for delay in the issuance of tax notices 

beyond November 1; and 

WHEREAS, Section 193.122, Florida Statutes sets forth provisions for the certification 

of the assessment rol1s and directs the value adjustment board to certify each assessment roll 

upon order of the Board of County Commissioners; and 

WHEREAS, The completion of the Columbia County Value Adjustment Board Hearings 

for the 2011 tax year will delay issuance of tax notices beyond November 1; and 

WHEREAS, a delay in the issuance of tax notices may result in a disruption of the 

operations of the Columbia County Taxing Authorities. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT pursuant to the provisions of section 

197.323 Florida Statutes (2005) and section 193.122, Florida Statutes (2005), the Board of 

County Commissioners, by majority vote, orders the 2011 assessment rolls to be extended prior 

to the completion of the Value Adjustment Board hearings and again after conclusion of all 

hearings. 

DULY PASSES AND ADOPTED this 15th day of September, 2011. 

CHAIRMAN 

ATTEST: 

CLERK TO THE BOARD 


